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on December 9, i6j^ His body was brought to England
for burial in Westminster.

Clarendon had been interested in the study of character
all his life. His earliest work was c The Difference and
Disparity between the Estates and Conditions of George
Duke of Buckingham and Robert Earl of Essex ?. Sir
Henry Wotton had written observations on these states-
men c by way of parallel', and Clarendon pointed out as
a sequel wherein they differed. It is a somewhat laboured
composition in comparison with his later work, a young
man's careful essay that lacks the confidence that comes
with experience, but it shows at an early stage the talents
which knowledge and practice were to develop into
mastery. The school in which he learned most was the
circle of his friends. Few men can have owed more to
their friends than he did, or have been more generous in
acknowledging the debt. He tells us he was often heard
to say that c next the immediate blessing and providence
of God Almighty, which had preserved him throughout
the whole course of his life (less strict than it ought to
have been) from many dangers and disadvantages, in
which many other young men were lost, he owed all the
little he knew, and the little good that was in him, to the
friendships and conversation he had still been used to,
of the most excellent men in their several kinds that
lived in that age; by whose learning, and information,
and instruction, he formed his studies, and mended his

1 Clarendon's lifetime coincided almost exactly with Milton's. He was
two months younger than Milton, and died one month later.